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SEEKING OPPORTUNITY:

SHARING SUCCESS
As we look forward to the remainder of 2012 and into 2013 we 
are excited about the opportunities that we are discovering 
and that are being brought to our attention. One of our guiding 
principles remains constant deal flow, which is simply continuously 
investigating and evaluating a variety of real estate investment 
opportunities. This keeps in line with our Value Proposition of “Find 
the right deal through exceptional Research and Development.”

Our primary focus remains achieving the best returns for our current 
investors. The past several months have produced a number of 
exciting business opportunities where individuals have approached 
us with requests for us to joint venture, buy, or manage their real 
estate ventures. We continue to investigate a number of these 
potential ventures to ensure we bring the right opportunity to our 
clients at the right time. We are seeking every opportunity to create 
an environment of shared success and provide above average rates 
of return.

MANAGEMENT CHANGES
At this time we would like to formally announce that partner and 
co-founding member, Sylvain Blouin, has departed Belterra Land 
Company in order to pursue new career/business opportunities.  
Not only did Sylvain help to found Belterra, he is also a close friend 
and he will be missed in the day-to-day operations of the company.  
While it is very sad to see him leave, we are also very excited for the 
new opportunities that will be afforded to him and his family in the 
coming year.  We wish him the very best.

In the coming days and weeks, you will be contacted by your new 
Belterra Land Company representative so you will know who your 
first point of contact is and how to get in touch with them.

ALBERTA ECONOMY:  

FIRING ON ALL CYLINDERS
Alberta continues to be the darling of the Canadian economy.  Record levels of investment in Alberta’s oil and gas, 
stable housing, positive net migration levels and low unemployment continue to pace Alberta’s strong growth.

 • Calgary and Edmonton are forecast 
to be the fastest growing economies 
in Canada over the next four years, 
according to the Conference Board of 
Canada’s Metropolitan Outlook-Autumn 
2012. The board is forecasting Calgary to 
have the best economic growth in the 
country over 2013-2016 at an average 
of 3.7 per cent followed by Edmonton’s 
average annual real GDP growth at 3.5 
per cent during the forecast period.

 • The RBC expects Western Canada to 
dominate the growth rankings, with 
Alberta’s economy growing by 3.8 per cent 
this year — the fastest rate in Canada — 
and by 3.6 per cent next year.

 • In the energy sector, activity remains brisk 
with mega oil sands projects fuelling 
unprecedented capital investment 
spending in the province.

 • Previous investments in Alberta’s oil 
production sector are now bearing fruit. 
Crude oil production grew by more than 
10 per cent year over year in the first 
four months of 2012. If this momentum  

is sustained, Alberta will register the 
fastest rate of increase in oil production 
since 2003.

 • Alberta’s economy is benefiting from 
strong population inflows as workers 
gravitate to where the action is.

 • CMHC is also bullish about Red Deer’s 
residential construction industry. Its 
latest forecast projects that there will be 
625 housing starts this year, up nearly 13 
per cent from the 555 starts last year. In 
June, CMHC was forecasting 605 starts.

 • During the first half of 2012, MLS sales in 
Central Alberta were nearly 20 per cent 
ahead of last year’s pace.

 • According to CMHC during the January-
to-June period of this year, the average 
local price in Central Alberta was five per 
cent higher than it was for the same six 
months of 2011.

 • During the first six months of 2012, 
housing starts in Red Deer jumped 
38 per cent over the tally for the same 

period the preceding year. Most of the 
increase reflected activity on multi-
family projects, with construction starts 
on such units more than doubling from 
2011 to 2012.

 • For 2013, CMHC is forecasting 640 
housing starts in Red Deer: 335 single-
detached and 305 multi-family. It said in 
its forecast that economic growth and 
job creation are fueling demand for new 
housing across the province.

 • Existing home owners will see the value 
of their property rise, which in turn will 
help with move-up buying, said CMHC. 
Improved balance in the resale market is 
encouraging more buyers to look to the 
new home market.

 • The Huffington Post writes that Sylvan 
Lake is the 6th fastest growing city in 
Canada.  In 2011, the town grew by 
19.2%.   In addition, of the 10 fastest 
growing cities in Canada, 7 are in Alberta.



3belterraland.com     PHONE +1.403.670.9166     FAX +1.403.685.8113 3

PROJECT #1: 

THE SLOPES
In December 2011, 96.2% of investors voted in favour to proceed 
to the Development Phase for this property.  Since that time we 
have been busy moving this project forward. We hit the ground 
running by assembling a team of highly trained development 
experts and have made great strides. 

The points below highlight the progress that has been made 
since spring 2012:

ENGINEERING
We have been working tirelessly with 
MPE over the past months.  All detailed 
engineering requirements have been 
submitted to Lacombe County and are 
awaiting final approval.

The existing gas line has been moved and 
re-configured to support the development.

The internal road has been staked and 
marked, identifying not only the path of the 
road but the grading and excavation details.  
Individual lot markings and boundaries are 
soon to follow.

DEVELOPMENT SERVICING
We are proud to announce the Belterra 
has officially added its contractor partner 
to the project team: Whissel Contracting.  
Established in 1970, Whissell brings 40+ 
years’ experience to our development team.  
Their extremely knowledgeable team will 
prove invaluable in the coming weeks and 
months and they are very excited to be a 
part in the development of this project.

SALES & MARKETING
We launched the official Slopes marketing 
material (teaser brochure, sales brochure 
and website) in July and it was met 
with resounding approval.  Our award-
winning marketing partners, Applied 
Communications, created a beautiful vision 
for The Slopes.  The story was elegantly 
portrayed in the print material and will serve 
the builders well in the sales process.

Over the past 4 months, we have diligently 
been meeting with builders–providing 
walking tours of the property. Too a person, 
everyone has shared the same opinion; that 
The Slopes will have a significant impact on 
the future development direction within 
the region.

Our management team is currently in 
negotiations with a builder partner who 
is interested in building all 16 Villas, plus 
additional homes within the development.  
After months of negotiations, the Belterra 
team is confident that agreements will be 
signed this fall.

“ Sylvan Lake is 
the sixth fastest 
growing city in 
Canada.”

– HUFFINGTON POST

theslopessylvanlake.com
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PROJECT #2: 

LAKESIDE 
POINTE
August 2012 marks three years since 
Belterra Land Company syndicated 
Lakeside Pointe.   During that time the 
new Sylvan Lake Area Structure Plan 
(ASP) was approved, denoting Lakeside 
Pointe as a “High Density Node”.  This 
type of density did not exist prior to the 
new ASP and allows development to 
exceed the standard one lot/acre and 
requires a minimum of 15% of the units 
in a development to be multi-family.  

Working in conjunction with our 
planning partner–Longview Planning 
–we have been working towards the 
completion of all Pre-Development 
studies and conceptual design 
work. As a high density area, there 
are countless opportunities for the 
proposed development; all of which 
are being considered.

One of the main topics for discussion at 
Half Moon Bay is the Sylvan Lake Regional 
Wastewater Line.  Having already been 
constructed in Norglenwold and the 
Summer Village of Birchliff, this line will 
dramatically shape future development 
in this area.  Clearly, regional sewer 
options (vs. septic fields) provide future 
residents with more desirable solutions, 
therefore making Lakeside Pointe a 
much more attractive destination.

One other point of mention – and mark 
this under rumour at this point – is that 
there is discussions for a boat launch on 
the property adjacent to Lakeside Pointe 
in the northwest corner.  Lake access is, and 
will continue to be, a hot-button topic in 
the years to come as development within 
the watershed continues.  This location 
would obviously be very attractive and 
Belterra will make sure to keep apprised 
of any developments.

PROJECT #3: 

RED DEER
The Belterra team continues to market and sell units in the Red 
Deer Project. This project is over 72% sold and is on track to close 
before the winter months hit.

Since our Spring Client Update, we have 
successfully implemented a new Builder 
Program; establishing key partnerships with 
local Red Deer builders.  This program allows 
builders to become investors in our Red Deer 
project. Their investment in Belterra while 
the project is still in its infancy validates our 
acquisition, the project’s long-term potential 
and the future growth plan for the City of 
Red Deer.  As Belterra continues to grow and 
expand we are developing key relationships 
in Central Alberta that will serve us well in 
the years to come.

EAST HILLS AREA STRUCTURE PLAN
We are proud to announce that preliminary 
planning has begun on the expansion of 
the East Hills ASP.  This Major Area Structure 
Plan will guide future growth and change 
within the new annexation.  It provides 
the direction which will shape future 
development and subdivision.

A preliminary open house was held on 
June 14 as the first public consultation and 
feedback opportunity regarding this MASP.  
The Red Deer Planning Department has 
decided to incorporate the 2009 annexed 
lands into an amended East Hills ASAP rather 
than create an entirely new document.  
These refined MDP and MASP amendments 
will then be brought forward to City Council 
for its consideration for adoption by bylaw.

BUSINESS REVIEW CANADA – 
RED DEER IS ONE OF CANADA’S TOP 
CITIES FOR REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT
Real estate investments in Canada are 
just as lucrative today as they were before 
the worldwide financial crisis, in fact, 
arguably even more so.  At the heart of 
the strongest economy in Canada, Red 
Deer is perfectly situated to become one 
of Canada’s best locations for real estate 
investments.  In addition to its revitalization 
efforts, economic stability, location as the 
main commercial and retail center for all of 
Central Alberta, businesses in the Red Deer 
region benefit from several competitive 
advantages: low operating costs, the 
lowest combined tax and utility rates in 
Canada, and access to key markets.

WESTERN INVESTOR –  
RED DEER PERMITS UP BY 70%
According to City of Red Deer figures, 
building-permit values in the central 
Alberta city were up about 70 per cent for 
the first 11 months of the year, with 2011 
permits valued at $160.4 million, versus only 
$93.8 million for the same period in 2010. 
Commercial and industrial values more than 
doubled those, while residential values were 
up by a more modest 10 per cent.

WE’VE MOVED
Belterra has moved into a new office space on 
the same floor in Mission Centre. Please feel  
free to come by and say hello.

Our new address is:
#400, 2303 4th St SW
Calgary, AB T2S 2S7




